RAVENSHEAD PARISH COUNCIL

Consultation Meeting on Developments – 26th June 2008 at Leisure Centre

Highlights of this meeting are:

1) Marvellous turnout of some 100 residents of Ravenshead.

2) The first five projects costing some £90K were not controversial and the PC indicated that these were necessary expenditure which would be proceeded with.

3) Three remaining issues were subject of debate and consultation – Skateboard Park, Ball Court and high-tech 5x5 football facility.

4) Strong defence of the Bowling Green – needs to be retained and improved to attract more users – unreasonable to sacrifice facility for older generation to accommodate Youth.

5) Additionally, bowlers need to be provided with a better system of rolling mats in the indoor situation – for safety reasons etc.

6) Bowlers are supportive of Youth provision and think both age groups should be provided for equally.

7) Ravenshead Reds do not want provisions which jeopardise older people.

8) The 4x4 facility is welcomed by the Reds as an important improvement for Youth provision – only suitable up to 11 years of age.

9) But, ideally, and for the future development of the Club, a bigger (full sized) provision for older age groups is required to secure the Club`s  future.

10) Reds also critical of general provision of pitches – pitches too close together which would not be approved by the “authorities” if they were aware of the truth,

11) Suggestion that a floodlight #3 pitch would be a better alternative!

12) Suggestion that #3 tennis court converted to a5x5 football facility.

13) Reds expressed concern about a Skateboard park being located close to football pitches due to the broken bottles and beer cans generated endangering young footballers.

14) Joanne Crowther said she supported both sides and stressed that the Youth has to be consulted separately – which she is organising.  It is possible that a skateboard Park will not be supported for other alternatives.

15) View expressed that a Ball Court on the lower fields would be more compatible than a Skateboard Park from a football safety point of view – being more contained within a fenced area.

16) View expressed that a small minority of Youth will cause trouble and difficulty, but we must not allow this to jeopardise facility provision for the majority.

17) Why not build a 5x5 football court where the “summer pitch” is currently located – even if it does cost £200k we will still retain the Bowling Green and the investment already spent?

18) Meeting closed with the assurance that the PC will consider all the points raised, review the recommendations and come back with these to a further consultation meeting.

19) Request made that detailed costings of all the options be available at this second meeting.

20) Chairman thanked all for attendance and contributions and closed the meeting.
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